7/31/2022
To all Friends everywhere,
We opened our sessions together in a spirit of joy and togetherness, gathering
at Quaker Knoll for an evening of fellowship, songs, and, perhaps most happily, an ice
cream truck. Our Young Friends in particular seemed to enjoy the ice cream
fellowship, with one confiding later that she went back three times. After singing
together and sharing a meal, we moved into a time of worship. The message
concerned hope as an active force rather than passive assent, hope as a plan and a
choice that motivates joyous investment in new endeavors. As humans, we are not
consigned to be only destroyers, but also have within ourselves the chance to be
redeemers and co-creators.
As we expect to hear from Friends everywhere, our Yearly Meeting continues
to feel the isolating eﬀects of the pandemic. It has been too long since many of us
have been able to hug one another, with too many hours spent staring at little Zoom
boxes. Nonetheless, we are shifting from having Zoom events with in-person access
to having in-person events with Zoom access; for this gathering, Friends joining on
Zoom were not able to attend all our activities (or share ice cream). Several Friends
also noted that it has been too long since we have had a Yearly Meeting gathering in
Kentucky or Tennessee. Our joy at gathering in-person is matched by our impatience
to do more of it.
At the same time, we recognize the deep joy that comes with being gathered in
any fashion. Obvious challenges such as the awkwardness of clerking hybrid
meetings, or the struggle of getting documents distributed and read both online and
on-site, seem worthwhile when we are able to make our meetings open to as many as
possible.
We saw more evidence of the joy of connection during our United Society of
Friends Women Banquet on Friday night. Our guest speaker, Nikki Holland, FUM’s
director of Belize ministries, was unexpectedly unable to join us in person. She
recorded a video for us so that we would have an engaging series of stories about the
transformative work of the Belize Friends School, and oﬀered to arrange video chats
with us at any time. In response, we recorded a video of our gathering praying for
Nikki and her family and sent it to her, completing a loop of connection across the

miles. We were also able to make her video available for Friends who had not been
able to attend the banquet.
One of the scripture passages that informs our programs this year is the story
in the 32nd chapter of Jeremiah about his redemption of a field belonging to his
cousin Hanamel. As unpacked by Julie Rudd in her sermon during our Sunday
morning worship, this is a passage about the challenge of investing in the future with
hope. When we consider our recent past, our current business sessions give evidence
that we have, indeed, “bought the field.” In a discussion about Monthly Meetings and
marriage—an issue that caused division five years ago—we realized that while we
agree that discernment about marriage belongs to each Meeting, we also value
accountability to one another. We still feel a calling to decide together what our joint
witness is as Friends.
So we were glad to approve a minute of concern regarding the plague of gun
violence upon our communities, states, and country. This minute will be distributed
widely, including to our various legislators in both Ohio and Tennessee. The process
of approval reminded us that we are both an old Yearly Meeting with a history dating
to the 1890s, and in some ways a very young Yearly Meeting still defining how we do
our work. This presents both challenge and opportunity. We find ourselves
simultaneously excited about the possibility of social witness, and confused about the
process for acting on that excitement as a Yearly Meeting.
In keeping with that same impulse to act in the world for God’s kingdom, we
recognized the opportunity we have to support the ongoing ministry of Oscar
Mmbali in Belize—and are excited by the upcoming opportunity to send another
ministry team from Wilmington to Belize. Reinvigorating our contribution to this
ministry will bring life to our Yearly Meeting, and Friends in Belize are looking
forward to seeing us! We have also been fundraising during our Yearly Meeting
sessions for relief eﬀorts in one of Wilmington’s Ukrainian sister cities, Merefa,
which has suﬀered from Russian attacks. This is part of our ongoing local organizing
eﬀort to send relief funds to Kharkiv Oblast.
In conclusion, we’ve discovered that we are feeling less like a remnant and
more like a group that is choosing one another. A remnant is defined by those who
chose to leave them behind. A lively group is defined more by a commitment to
remaining together even when the remaining is frustrating. We realize that we have

work to do in reaching out and drawing into our gatherings more of the membership
of our Yearly Meeting.
In that spirit our theme for next year’s sessions reflects the famous words of
John Woolman: “Love Is The First Motion,” and we couple this theme with Mark
12:29-31, Mark’s rendition of Jesus’ Greatest Commandment.
Jeremiah bought the field in Anathoth because he had hope for the future of
God's people. In Wilmington Yearly Meeting, we are living into that hope. We pray
the same for you.
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